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USUN NEW YORK 567 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 

CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 5324 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR 

SUBJECT: ALGIERS NON ALIGNED CONFERENCE 
REF: STATE 172015 

1. WHILE AWAITING ARRIVAL OF RULER OF KUWAIT, FONMIN 
MASMOUDI ENGAGED ME IN CONVERSATION CONCERNING ALGIERS 
NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE. HE HAD NUMBER OF COMMENTS TO 
MAKE WHICH ARE PROVIDED IN CONSONANCE WITH REFTEL. 

2. MASMOUDIN CHARACTERIZED CONFERENCE AS "FAILURE" IN 
SENSE THAT PARTICIPANTS HAD FAILED TO ACHIEVE CONCRETZ 
RESULTS. HE ALSO CITED INTERNAL DIFFERENCES INCLUDING, 

IN PARTICULAR, CASTRO'S BEHAVIOR. HE CLAIMED THAT CUBANS, 
CEYLONESE, SYRIANS AND EGYPTIANS HAD MADE MAJOR PITCH 
FOR GETTING RID OF SIXTH FLEET IN MEDITERRANEAN, A MOTION 
WHICH TUNISIANS HAD NOT SUPPORTED. HE REFERRED TO 
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US-USSR DETENTE. THOSE PARTICIPANTS WHO ARE CONCERNED 
ABOUT SOVIET COMMUNIST EXPANSION, SUCH AS TUNISIA, FEARED 
MAJOR US INPUT OF WHEAT, INVESTMENT, AND TECHNICAL KNOW- 
HOW TO SOVIET UNION WOULD STRENGTHEN USSR. FURTHERMORE, 

THEY POINTED TO GREATER NEED FOR SUCH AMERICAN INPUT IN 
THIRD WORLD. (I POINTED OUT THAT USG ASSISTANCE TO SOVIET 
UNION DESIGNED TO OPEN DOORS AND EVENTUALLY TO RELAX 
SOVIET INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL POLICIES: THAT DETENTE 
BETWEEN THESE TWO MAJOR POWERS BETTER FOR ALL COUNTRIES 
OF WORLD THAN MILITARY ESCALATION AND TENSIONS THAT RISK 
ULTIMATE CONFRONTATION.) 

3. MASMOUDI DEPLORED HEAVY-HANDED USSR EFFORT TO PARTICIPATE 
IN CONFERENCE AND CONTRASTED THIS WITH WHAT HE CHARACTERIZED 
AS RELAXED AND NO-INTERVENTIONIST OF CHINESE COM- 
MUNISTS. HE SAID LATTER HAD BEEN NOTED FAVORABLY BY 
PARTICIPANTS. 

4. ALTHOUGH MASMOUDI CLAIMED THAT BOURGUIBA'S 
SPEECH HAD BEEN WELL RECEIVED BY PARTICIPANTS, DANISH 
AMBASSADOR , WHO ATTENDED CONFERENCE AS OBSERVER, CLAIMS 
THAT BOURGUIBA'S SPEECH(WHICH LASTED SOME 2-1/2 HOURS) 

NOT WELL RECEIVED. MANY PARTICIPANTS TURNED OFF THEIR 
EARPHONES. QADHAFI’S SHORTER AND VERY FRANK SPEECH, 

ON THE OTHER HAND, EVOKED POSITIVE REACTIONS. 

SEELYE 
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